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Monthly Heard Bird Walk 

14 March 2015 

Gailon Brehm with photos by Mike Cameron 

The walk this month was well attended with cloudy but rain-free weather -- thirty-two people 

including four children. At one point a youngster maybe 5 years old asked “whatcha lookin’ at?” 

I replied that there was a bird called a Hermit Thrush up the trail. When he looked a Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet popped into view and 

he rushed over to see it. The 

bird continued in view while 

he announced it to all the 

others. Fun! 

The morning was 

highlighted with lots of spring 

birdsong, including Cardinal, 

Titmouse, Carolina Wren, 

and Chickadee. We also heard 

and saw Purple Martins, 

recently arrived from their 

winter in South America. A 

little after 8:00 only two were 

flying, but as the day warmed, 

we saw up to five. We also 

heard Green Frogs croaking, 

right on time since they start 

mating in March, but still 

surprising considering the ice 

and snow over the past three 

weeks. 

Since the wetlands are 

fuller now, we decided to 

walk around the north end of 

the northern pond. Along the 

way we scared up a flock of Wood Ducks, who squawked characteristically and circled overhead. 

At about the same time a flock of Redhead (ducks) flew overhead. A flock of at ten or more Ring-

necked Ducks along with three Hooded Mergansers were present in the southern pond. These are 

both diving ducks, but they seem to be happy in rather shallow water like we have at the Heard 

wetlands and many farm ponds. The photo shows a beautiful male Ring-necked Duck. If you 

enlarge the photo and use your imagination, you actually can see the purple ring in the neck 

feathers where the neck hits the body! Do you believe me?  

By next month, spring will be rushing in and many more birds will be arriving for the breeding 

season or migrating through to places further north. This is always an exciting time; so don’t miss 

it. 

 

Curious Ruby-crowned Kinglet – photo by Mike Cameron 
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List of Birds Seen with Census Numbers as Reported to Cornell eBird 

TX-COL-Heard Nat. Sci. Mus.& Wildlife Sanct, Collin, US-TX 
Mar 14, 2015 7:25 AM - 12:07 PM 
Protocol: Traveling - 2.9 mile(s) 
50 species 
 
Canada Goose (Branta canadensis)  8 
Wood Duck (Aix sponsa)  5 
Gadwall (Anas strepera)  1 
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos)  5 
Redhead (Aythya americana)  14 
Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris)  10 
Hooded Merganser (Lophodytes cucullatus)  5 
Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps)  1 
Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus)  44 
Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias)  15 
Great Egret (Ardea alba)  2 
Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus)  3 
Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)  3 
Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus)  1 
Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii)  2 

Ring-necked Duck – photo by Mike Cameron 
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Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus)  1 
Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)  1 
American Coot (Fulica americana)  4 
Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis)  12 
Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) (Columba livia (Feral Pigeon))  44 
White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica)  2 
Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura)  4 
Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus)  3 
Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens)  3 
Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus)  2 
Eastern Phoebe (Sayornis phoebe)  1 
Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata)  3 
American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos)  5 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis)  2 
Purple Martin (Progne subis)  5 
Carolina Chickadee (Poecile carolinensis)  5 
Tufted Titmouse (Baeolophus bicolor)  6 
Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus)  7 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula)  2 
Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis)  2 
Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus)  1 
Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos)  3 
Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum)  27 
Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata)  7 
Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus)  1 
Eastern Towhee (Pipilo erythrophthalmus)  1 
Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca)  3 
White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis)  3 
Harris's Sparrow (Zonotrichia querula)  5 
Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis)  6 
Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis)  21 
Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus)  180 
Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater)  8 
House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus)  5 
American Goldfinch (Spinus tristis)  9 
 
View this checklist online at http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S22346246 
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