
 
Special FWAS 75th anniversary event 

with Dallas and Prairie/Timbers Audubon 
 
Date and Time:  Saturday March 19th 10am-2pm 
Place:  We will meet in Everett Hall Room 100  in the Research and Education (RES) building at the 
University of North Texas Health Science Center on 3500 Camp Bowie Boulevard (at Montgomery Street) 
Fort Worth 76107. Use Parking Lot 6 on Clifton Street. Enter the RES building ground floor at the 
northwest corner of Parking Lot 6.  
Here is a link to the campus map: http://www.hsc.unt.edu/campusmap/default.cfm 
 
Presenters:Tom Stephenson and Scott Whittle, authors of the Warbler Guide 
 
 Session 1:  The Overlooked ID Points that Make Identifying Warblers easy 
Our warblers are some of the most beautiful birds of the world. But their beautiful colors often blind 
birders to many of their most important ID points. This problem is compounded by the often brief and 
obstructed views we have in the field. 

This talk discusses many of these very important but often overlooked ID points such as overall contrast, 
subtle facial features, color impressions, feather edging, rump contrast, and foraging style, location, and 
behavior. 

And fortunately, viewing a warbler from below can reveal some of the most important ID points for 
many species. Learn how many tail and undertail covert patterns are, in fact, diagnostic alone or when 
combined with one other ID point. 

Individual species, especially the most challenging to identify, will also be discussed with outlines of the 
important ID points, comparisons with similar species, and illustrations of how even partial views can be 
used to identify many of even the most challenging warbler species. 

Intermission with lunch provided and prize drawing 
 
Session 2:  A NEW SYSTEM FOR IDENTIFYING AND LEARNING VOCALIZATIONS 
Identifying the warblers and other species singing in the field is one of the most enjoyable and satisfying 
aspects of birding. However learning and remembering the important ID points of difficult and similar 
vocalizations can be challenging. 

Based on a new system outlined in The Warbler Guide Tom will then explain and demonstrate how 
understanding a song’s structure, and the characteristics of the Elements and Phrases that make up the 
song, can speed up the identification process and make it easier to remember all kinds of vocalizations. 
There will also be a discussion of how to use a song finder to quickly identify a singing warbler using the 
objective, easy-to-hear qualities of a song. 

The author will also explain a simple 3-step memorization system that he has used many times to 
memorize 300 or more songs for a trip to a new country. 

 
 


