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September 2018 

and participation in our meetings and field trips is open 
to everyone.  I want to personally invite you to our next 
meeting on Sept 25th at 6:30pm at the Heard Museum in 
McKinney, TX - Dr. Jim Bednarz, Lecturer at UNT and 
researcher at the Lewisville Lake Environmental Learn-
ing Area, headlines with a program on Painted Buntings.  
 
We will also have our popular “Bird ID Class” led by 
Gailon Brehm and Rodney Thomas, our audience 
sourced “Bird Sightings”, and updates on our upcoming 
activities.  I hope to see you there! 
 
Mike Cameron

Rustlin’s 
Newsletter of Prairie and Timbers Audubon Society 

Birding Activities 
 Bird ID Walks 
 Local Field Trips 
 Day Field Trips  
 Multi-day In State Field Trips 
 Foreign Field Trips 

Bald Eagle 
Photo by Mike Cameron 

PTAS Field Trip - Washington State 
 

Environmental Education 
 Monthly Presentations 
 Bird Identification Classes 
 Scholarships 

Prairie and Timbers Audubon Society Invites You 

Support for our North Texas Habitat 
 Bird Banding 
 Prairie Restoration/Landscaping  
 College Student Avian Research 
 Raptor Education 
 Butterfly/Native Gardens 
 Bird Rehabilitation   

LEARN MORE:  prairieandtimbers.org  or www.facebook.com/PTAudubon 



Rustlin’s - 2 

 

MEETINGS START AT 6:30 
 6:30  Sign-in, Social time 
 6:45  Bird Identification Class 
 7:10  General Meeting 
 7:30  Presentation 
 8:30 Adjourn 

All meetings are at the  
Science Resource Center 
Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary 
1 Nature Place,  
McKinney, TX 75069  

PTAS Meeting Schedule 

September 25, 2018 
Bird ID:  Raptors – Hawks, Owls, Falcons, Kites 
Presenter:  Dr. Jim Bednarz,  Lecturer UNT  
Title: Use of MOTUS System for Painted Buntings 
Student Presenter: Kacy Metcalf, Student 
Title: Trip to Hog Island 
 
October  23, 2018  
Bird ID: Winter Sparrows  
Presenters:  Gailon Brehm,  PTAS member 
Title: Trip to Cuba 
  
November 27, 2018 
Bird ID: Woodland Birds – Vireos, Wrens, Nuthatches, 
Creepers, Chickadees, and Kinglets  
Presenter:  Kelly Bryan, Founder of WTAR Inc 
Title: Overview of West Texas Hummingbird Project 
 
January 22, 2019 
Bird ID:  

 
Presenter: Charlie Amos, Past President FWAS
Title: Identifying Ducks in Flight 
 
February 26, 2019 
Bird ID: 

Presenter:  Kathy Rogers, Founder of RWRC  
Title: Rogers Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 
 
March 26, 2019    
Bird ID: Shorebirds 
Presenter:  Blake Shook, Past President Texas Beekeep-
ers Association, Owner Desert Creek Honey 
Title: Bees 
 
April 23, 2019 
Bird ID: Warblers  
Presenters:  Mike Cameron and Linda Ergonis, PTAS 
members 
Title: PTAS Field Trip to Washington State. 
 
May 28, 2019  
Picnic/Potluck 

Presentation Highlights 

Our program committee of Candy Anandagoda, Kristen 
Carlson, Denise Dengler, and Carolyn Oldham have 
worked hard to put together an outstanding set of di-
verse programs for our new year. 

   Lucifer Hummingbird 
  
If you are wild about hummingbirds, do not miss our 
November presentation by Kelly Bryan. An active bird-
er since he was 14 years old, Kelly has spent his life 
studying birds specializing in west Texas hummingbird 
species.  He served as Park Ranger at Huntsville State 
Park, Aquatic Biologist for Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
Park Superintendent for Kickapoo State Park, Devil’s 
Sinkhole State Natural Area, and Davis Mountains 
State Park, and Natural Resource specialist for State 
Parks Region 1, Fort Davis.  He is a Master Bander and 
lives in the Davis Mountains of West Texas. He and 
master bander Charles Floyd were instrumental in form-
ing West Texas Avian Research Inc. to expand the 
knowledge of the special birds of West Texas.  Kelly 
Bryan’s article the Hummingbirds of West Texas lists 
the hummingbirds found in West Texas. Additionally, 
he has been a keynote speaker, birding guide, and hum-
mingbird bander at the Laredo Birding Festival, the Fort 
Davis Hummingbird Festival, and the Rockport Hum-
mer Fest. 
 
Interested in Painted Buntings with their vivid fusion of 
blue, green, yellow, and red?  At our September meet-
ing, Jim Bednarz will report on research at LLELA on 
Painted Buntings. The University of North Texas is 
conducting a study of Painted Buntings using the MO-
TUS System for tracking. MOTUS is a research net-
work that uses coordinated automated radio telemetry 
arrays to study movements of small animals tagged 
with nano transmitters. An unusual feature of Painted 
Buntings is the second year male retains the green 
plumage of a female although reproductively mature.  
The study is trying to understand evolutionary ad-
vantages of this strategy. PTAS has supported this re-
search through funds to purchase the required equip-
ment. Jim is a Senior Lecturer and Advisor with the De-
partment of Biological Sciences at University of North 
Texas. 
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Learn the Heard Birds 

   
Painted Bunting 

 
During the same meeting we will have a short presenta-
tion from Kacy Metcalf, on her trip to Hog Island last 
June sponsored by PTAS. She attended a 5 night, 6 day 
program when participating in the Coastal Maine Bird 
Studies for Teens. Kacy will be sharing her experience 
on Eastern Egg Rock, where Atlantic Puffins raise their 
young, and what she learned while on Hog Island and 
neighboring islands. 
 

 
  
The January meeting will feature Charlie Amos present-
ing a talk on identifying ducks in flight.  Charlie is a 
past President of Fort Worth Audubon and a birder for 
almost 30 years.  He is a Master Naturalist and volun-
teers at local parks and all over the state where he leads 
bird and nature walks for children and adults.  Charlie 
Amos’ favorite place to go is Big Bend. 
 
At our February meeting Kathy Rogers, the founder of 
Rogers Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, will tell us about 
their operations.   Rogers Wildlife Rehabilitation Center  
is a nonprofit wildlife rescue organization in the Dallas 
Fort Worth area specializing in the rescue and rehabili-
tation of injured, sick and orphaned birds of all types.  
PTAS proudly helps fund it. The goal of the center is to 

restore the health and independence of injured birds 
brought in from all over North Texas. They operate on 
20 acres of restored wetlands in Hutchins, Texas. 
RWRC has grown to be the largest all-species avian 
rehabilitation and education center of its kind in North 
Texas. In 2015 alone, RWRC received 3,283 birds, of 
which 79% are protected by federal and state law. After 
months of medical treatment, care, and rehabilitation, 
they successfully returned 76% of the various hawks, 
owls, and other protected species back to their native 
habitat. Rogers Wildlife serves as a sanctuary for the 
remaining birds, as they are deemed non-releasable due 
to the extent of their injuries. All of their permanent res-
idents live in habitat-specific settings and are cared for 
seven days a week, year-round, by dedicated staff and 
volunteers. 

 
In March Blake Shook, 
will tell us all about 
the management of bee 
hives and the produc-
tion of honey. In an 
effort to promote bee-
keeping, Blake serves 
as a director for the 
American Beekeeping 
Foundation and is on 
the National Honey 
Board.  Blake also 

served as the President for the Texas Beekeepers Asso-
ciation and the Collin County Hobby Beekeepers Asso-
ciation and has had the privilege of speaking at meet-
ings and conferences in local, state, national, and inter-
national organizations. Blake began beekeeping as a 
casual hobby when 13 years old.  After graduating from 
high school, he and his wife, Kathleen, built Desert 
Creek Honey into a thriving company that emphasizes 
honesty, integrity, and farm to table products. They pro-
duce all the honey that the company sells insuring the 
highest quality of raw, unfiltered, and delicious honey, 
straight from their hives and into the customer's home. 
 
Mike Cameron and Linda Ergonis will report on the 
PTAS sponsored Washington state field trip of the Cas-
cade loop from June 2 to June 8 of 2018 at the April 
meeting of PTAS. 
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 March 30:  TBD - save the date 
 
April 24-28 
Location: Guadalupe Mountain National Park 
Leader: Chris Runk 
Target Birds: - Western and high elevation species 
Meeting Place: TBD  
Length: Multi-day trip 
RSVP: For information on carpool, food and lodging, 
and cost please, contact Linda Ergonis at 
lindaergonis@yahoo.com 
 
May 4:  TBD - Save the date 

September 29-30, 7:30 am 
Location: Hazel Bazemore Hawk Watch, Corpus Christi 
Leader: Linda Ergonis 
Target Birds: Raptors and migrants 
Meeting Place: Hazel Bazemore parking area 
Length:  All day Sat and Sun morning 
RSVP: Linda Ergonis < lindaergonis@yahoo.com> 
 
October 27, 7:30 am 
Location: Lake Lewisville Environmental Learning 
Center. Lewisville, Texas  
Leader: Ken Steigman 
Target Birds:  Migrants 
Meeting Place: Entrance gate at E Jones St and N Kelly 
Ave. Do not be late as gate is locked.  
Length: 4 1/2 hours 
RSVP: Linda Ergonis < lindaergonis@yahoo.com> 
 
December 1, 8:00 am (arrive at 7:30 am to bird area 
around the center) 
Location: Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge, Sher-
man, Texas  
Leader: Gailon Brehm 
Target Birds: - Geese, Geese and more geese plus ducks 
and winter residents 
Meeting Place: Visitor Center at Hagerman NWR 
Length: 4 - 5 hours 
RSVP: Gailon Brehm  g-brehm@msn.com 
 
January 25-27  
Location: Bolivar Flats, Port Bolivar, TX 
Leader: Chris Runk 
Target Birds: - Gulls and winter shorebirds 
Meeting Place: Beach House in Crystal Beach  
Length: Multi-day trip 
RSVP: For information on carpool, food and lodging, 
please, contact Linda Ergonis lindaergonis@yahoo.com 
 
February 23, 7:30 am 
Location: Chalk Hill Farm, 4696 CR 412, McKinney, 
Tx. The home of Bill and Fran Woodfin (long time 
PTAS members) 
Directions: take Hwy 380 (University) east ~3 miles 
from US 75 to FM 1827 (New Hope Rd.) It winds north-
east through New Hope. In about 2.5 miles New Hope 
Community Church is on the left. ~200 yards past this 
turn left, North, onto CR 409. Go ~1.5 miles. 409 T’s 
onto 412 where you go right ~0.4 miles and turn right 
into Bill’s driveway. Go right where the drive Y’s uphill 
past the barns and to the house.   
Leader: Linda Ergonis 
Target Birds: - Winter Sparrows and passerines 
Meeting Place: Bill’s home (no carpool) 
Length: TBD 
RSVP: Linda Ergonis lindaergonis@yahoo.com 
 

Our trips are designed to take birders to a variety of 
habitat environments and find a variety of bird species 
in our area and other locations in Texas. Thanks to 
Linda Ergonis, our field trip chair, and her committee 
for planning.  The public is encouraged to participate. 
Please remember to bring binoculars, sun screen, wa-
ter and snacks. 
 
To participate, monitor the website field trip page 
(http://prairieandtimbers.org/fieldtrips.htm).  Tom 
Heath maintains a field trip email list to inform poten-
tial participants of trip activities. Send Tom
(heathwtom@netscape.net) your name and email ad-
dress if you want to be on the list. 
   

. 
 
For most field trips, carpooling is available and en-
couraged as it makes coordination simpler and reduces 
pollution.  The typical meet-up point for carpools is in 
the northeast corner of the Walmart’s parking lot at 
the intersection of Central Expressway and Spring 
Creek in Plano. If you are carpooling let the coordina-
tor know when you RSVP. 

Birding with Chris Runk  
At His Favorite Texas Spots 

Chris Runk just retired from the Dallas Symphony Or-
chestra as a Bass Clarinet player and is looking forward 
to year-round birding. We have taken advantage of this 
opportunity to have him lead two out-of-town trips. He 
has already led us on  a marvelous day of birding in 
Aug.  to the sod farm and Southside Water Treatment 
Plant for a grand total of 79 species.  Chris’ passion for 
birds started as a child in central Pennsylvania watching 
the birds that came to the family’s feeder.  He was de-
lighted with the dozens of Evening Grosbeaks, Redpolls 

Field Trip Schedule 

PTAS Field Trips 
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 and Juncos.   He began using eBird to document his 
sightings in 2008 and became hooked on patch birding, 
regularly birding White Rock Lake area, Lake Ray 
Hubbard, and other places.  He has also led annual trips 
to the Guadalupe Mountains.  He especially likes to 
camp and wake up with the birds.  He is an expert in 
bird identification, the eBird reviewer for the Dallas 
area and serves on the Texas Bird Records Committee.  

Out first trip with Chris will be January 25-27 (Fri. - 
Sun. ) to Bolivar Flats to study shorebirds in winter 
plumage.  He confesses this is his favorite time to bird 
there.  We will arrive Friday afternoon in time for the 
spectacular American Avocet show at sunset.  We will 
be staying in beach houses close to the birds. Chris is an 
expert at aging gulls by plumage.  Saturday will be a 
full day of studying shorebirds with a trip to Sea Rim 
State Park as well as Bolivar.  Sunday we will have 
time for morning birding before returning to the Dallas 
area.   The trip is limited to 12. Deadline to register is 
Dec. 1. 
 

In April Chris will lead us out west to the Guadalupe 
Mountain National Park. The Guadalupes are sky is-
lands that attract high elevation species that travel from 
islands in the sky in Mexico’s mountains to the Davis 
Mountains and onto the Guadalupes.  We will hike Dog 
Canyon, McKittrick Canton and Rattlesnake Springs.  
As Chris says, “ this is an amazing spring migrant trap.”   
We will look for western species such as Golden Ea-
gles, Black-chinned Sparrow, Virginia’s Warbler, Juni-
per Titmouse and many more.   
 
The trip will  start Wed. April 24 thru Sun the 28th.  We 
will drive west to White City, NM (Roadway Inn) just 
South of Carlsbad.  You may camp in the park where 
Chris will be and wake up with the birds.  We will re-
turn to the Dallas area on Sun.   Hardy birders May 
want to stay with Chris and make the six mile hike to 

the bowl for more high elevation species.  The trip is 
limited to 12.  
 

 
The details of the remaining two field trips in March 
and May are not yet determined.

American Avocet  

 Guadalupe Mountains 
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Second Saturday Bird Walks 

. 

Prothonotary Warbler 

 Blue Gray Gnatcatcher 

 Yellow-rumped Warbler 

 Eastern Bluebird 

 Summer Tanager 
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Tips From Chuck 

SOMETIMES BIRDING SCRAMBLES MY BRAIN.      
 
Normally I’m capable of cogent thought.  I can look at things, sort details and reach 
correct conclusions. Sometimes, the excitement of birding messes that up.  Two plus 
two goes into my noggin; five spills out.   
 
Fall birding causes me the most trouble due to juvenile birds of some species look-
ing the same.  But in actuality, they’re still giving ID cues. They simply require a 
less agitated mind to tell yolk from white and juvenile Broad-winged Hawks 
(BWHA) from young Cooper’s Hawks (COHA) and Red-shouldered Hawks  
(RSHA). 
 
I correctly ID’d only one of these hawks. But one was extra tough and required 
hawk expertise from south TX.  Twice, excess focus on breast streaks smudged egg 
on my face.   Answers at the end. 

Hawk 1 

Hawk 3 Hawk 2 Hawk 5 Hawk 4 
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In case you’re still wondering about the hawk ID.  
Hawk 1 and Hawk 5 are the same BWHA photographed 
by two people from different angles.  Hawk 3 is also 
that same species. Hawk 2 is a COHA and Hawk 4 is a 
RSHA.  Keep a clear head. Happy Birding! 

PTAS works with a number of organizations that support 
strong community-based charitable efforts. Our focus is 
on the health of the North Texas environment essential 
for  avian diversity and human well-being.  We would 
like to acknowledge the following organizations and en-
courage you to support them.  
 PTAS Supporting Members: Our own members sup-

porting  North Texas birding, environmental efforts,  
education, and scholarships.,    

 The Heard Museum for providing the facilities we 
use for our meetings as well as the sanctuary for bird-
ing.    

 Audubon Texas and National Audubon for support-
ing PTAS via its baseline funding and supporting col-
laborative grants.  Please consider joining National 
Audubon and support the Avian Community at a Na-
tional level.   

 Audubon Foundation of Texas (AFT) for funding 
PTAS’s collaborative grants and providing funds to 
PTAS. AFT’s mission is to support Texas Audubon 
organizations  

 EarthShare of Texas for supporting environmental 
organizations state wide.  AFT is a member of Earth-
Share and receives a majority of its funding from 
EarthShare. 

 Texas Instruments for matching PTAS TI volunteers’ 
time with matching funds. 

 Kroger for providing funds to PTAS through its Com-
munity Awards program.  Consider signing up PTAS 
as your designated charity. 

 Tom Thumb for providing funds to PTAS through its 
Good Neighbor program.  Consider signing up PTAS 
as your designated charity. 

 Central Market (HEB) for supporting Earthshare 
through its tear-pad campaign in April. 

 Reliant Energy for supporting Earthshare thorough its 
EcoShare program.  Consider signing a Reliant’s 
EcoShare plan to supply your energy needs. 

 Amazon for providing funds to PTAS through its Am-
azonSmile program. Consider signing up PTAS as 
your designated charity. 

Support the Partners of Prairie and Timbers 

Photo by Kaitlynn Davis  

 



 

 
PTAS charges no participation fees and everyone is wel-
comed at our activities thanks to our Supporting Mem-
bers.  Come and join in.    
Please consider becoming a Supporting Member by con-
tributing $15 or more to PTAS.  All money goes towards 
our programs, activities, and conservation efforts. Con-
tribute by: 
 Using PayPal:  

 Click Donate on prairieandtimbers.org/join.htm 
 Check: Send check with name, email address, and 

postal address to our treasurer: 
 C. Glen Shaffer Jr. 
 1421 Thames DR 

  Plano, TX 75075 

To keep up with PTAS’ activities: 
 Check our website at prairieandtimbers.org  
 Subscribe to General Email List (notification of our 

meetings and general announcements once a month) 
 Subscribe to Field Trip List (Notification of our field 

trips including last minute changes once or twice a 
month plus emails of changes) 

 Subscribe to our Global Group List (People interested 
in multi-day out of state field trips) 

 
To subscribe (or unsubscribe) send an email to:  
ptaspresident@prairieandtimbers.org  
specifying the lists you wish to join.  Addresses are not 
given/sold to any other organizations. 

Prairie and Timbers Audubon Society’s Support for North Texas  

Each year Prairie and Timbers Audubon Society contrib-
utes to projects across North Texas that support birds, the 
environment, and nature-related education.  Thanks to our 
Supporting Members and partners, we sponsored grants 
totaling $17850 in the 2017-2018 year — $11850 from 
direct PTAS donations and fundraising, and $6000 from 
National Audubon and the Audubon Foundation of Texas. 

 $1000 - Trail maintenance at the Heard Museum 
 $2500 - MOTUS tracking of breeding Painted Buntings 

at the Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning Area 
 $2000 - Trail and prairie maintenance, native grass 

seeding, and Bobwhite quail re-introduction at Conne-
mara Meadow 

 $1500 - Student research support at Austin College 
 $1500 -Medical supplies and food items for Rogers 

Wildlife 
 $2000 - Raptor support, educational materials, and con-

tribution to X-ray machine fund at the Blackland Prairie 
Raptor Center 

 $1350 - Hog Island Bird Studies for Teens Scholarship 
to Kacy Metcalf 

 $5000 - National Audubon Burke Grant for Buffalo 
Stomp Prairie Restoration at the Blackland Prairie Rap-
tor Center 

 $1000 - Audubon Foundation of Texas grant for audio 
trail guides for the Friends of Hagerman / Hagerman 
NWR 

Mike Cameron*   214-293-7778 
Vice President: Denise Dengler*      972-208-7448 
Secretary: Betty Parker*   972-618-1130 
Treasurer: Glen Shaffer*  972-881-0654 
Field Trips: Linda Ergonis*.  972-596-6109 
               Tom Heath  972-867-8646 
Programs: Carolyn Oldham  972-517-8987 
  Denise Dengler*      972-208-7448 
  Kris Carlson*  214 577-5591 
  Candy Anandagoda     214 383-0912 
Education: Rodney Thomas*  214-533-8756 
         Gailon Brehm   972-517-2542 

CBC: Mike Cameron*  214-293-7778 
Website/Electronic Communications: 
 Tom Heath   972-867-8646 
 Mike Cameron*  214-293-7778 
Conservation/Armchair Activist: 
 Chuck Carlson*   972-679-1200  
Newsletter: Merrick Darley*  972-422-5355  
Hospitality: Paula Brehm  972-517-2542 
Membership: Merrick Darley*  972-422-5355  
Publicity: Kris Carlson*  214 577-5591 
At-Large: Kym Hughes*  972-742-9670 

*Board Member        Find us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/PTAudubon or our website:  prairieandtimbers.org 

PRAIRIE & TIMBERS AUDUBON SOCIETY 
Officers, Chairpersons and Board Members 

Membership Notifications 


