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Ever since I joined PTAS, Carolyn Oldham has been a 
dedicated board member and extensively involved in 
organizing field trips and programs.  She has served 
over 10 years and has done an outstanding job as Vice 
President and board member and has provided us with 
a breadth of birding knowledge through her efforts to 
bring us insightful speakers for our programs. This 
year she has stepped down from the board, so I want 
everyone to thank her for all her contributions.  The 
good news is she will continue to help us bring in 
speakers for our programs over the next year. 

In addition, after three years of service, our Treasurer 
Georgette Guernsey is also retiring.  She has done an 
excellent job in accounting for every penny and paying 
the bills for PTAS.   She also did an excellent job last 
November running the silent auction sale.  We owe her 
a great deal of gratitude for her work.   

In February, Glen Shaffer was elected the  new treas-
urer to replace Georgette.  He was already on the board 
and will fill out the remaining year of the current 
Treasurer's term.   He has now taken over the accounts 
and all financial transactions should be routed through 
him. 

Denise Dengler was voted in as the new Vice-
President and will work with Carolyn to insure out-
standing programs.  Please thank her for volunteering 
to serve. 

In addition Mike Cameron was voted in as a new at 
large board member.  Most of you know Mike from his 
outstanding photography of birds including many seen 
on our field trips.  You will find some of his work in 
this newsletter.  We welcome Mike to the board.   

Re-elected in February were Merrick Darley (me) as 
President, Betty Parker as Secretary, Linda Ergonis 
and Tom Heath both as members at large.   Linda will 
continue her work as field trip chair and Tom as web-
master.    

The first meeting of the new board was held on April  
18.  It was decided that the regular member meetings 
will remain on the 4th Tuesday of Sept-Nov, and Jan-
May at the Heard Museum.   

The board meetings will be the  Aug 15, 2013, Sept 
19, 2013, Nov 21, 2013, Jan 16, 2014, and April 17, 
2014.     

Board members were assigned to committees to plan 
the activities for the next year.  At the next meeting in 
August the board will review/approve the plans devel-
oped by each committee.  The following responsibili-
ties for next year committees were assigned:  

Programs – Denise Dengler and Carolyn Oldham 

Field Trips – Linda Ergonis  

Education – Rodney Thomas, Gailon Brehm 

Membership  – Merrick Darley 

Hospitality – Paula Brehm 

Conservation – Roger Sanderson, Bill Woodfin  

Fundraising – Merrick Darley 

Newsletter – Merrick Darley 

Website – Tom Heath 

CBC – Roger Sanderson 

Advocacy –   Open 

Publicity – Open 

Audubon Adventures – Open 

 (Continued on next page)  
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Board meetings are open to any PTAS member want-
ing to actively contribute to PTAS.  Send Merrick Dar-
ley an email at hmdarley@gmail.com to be on the 
meeting reminder email list and join us.  Attending the 
board meeting gives you the opportunity to help deter-
mine the field trips, programs, and environmental ad-
vocacy and causes that we undertake.  In addition it is 
an educational experience with other people interested 
in birds and nature.  You and your fresh ideas will be 
welcomed and will build a stronger organization. 

For field trips RSVP to Linda Ergonis at lindaer-
gonis@yahoo.com or Tom Heath at 972-867-8646 
or heathwtom@netscape.net  For 2nd Saturday 
Walks just show up. 

All field trips for the 2012/13 season have been com-
pleted. 2013/14 field trips will be planned over the 
summer and announced in August.  If you have any 
suggestions please contact Linda Ergonis at lindaer-
gonis@yahoo.com 

P. K. Martin has arranged with Alfredo Porras of Wild 
Birds in Costa Rica for a field trip to Belize.  Alfredo 
has designed this trip to cover the major birding areas 
of Belize, which is smaller than Costa Rica, and in-
cludes an excursion to Tikal,  the world famous Mayan 
city in neighboring Guatemala.  The final couple of 
days will be on Caye Caulker, one  of the seaside atolls 
along the coast of Belize for birds and surf enjoyment. 

Birding areas in the itinerary are Crooked Tree Lagoon 
and Wildlife Sanctuary, Altun Ha Mayan site and pine 
savanna, La Milpa,  Mountain Pine Ridge, Tikal (in 
Guatemala), Blue Hole National Park, Cockscomb Ba-
sin Wildlife Sanctuary  and Caye Caulker. 

Alfredo will be the trip leader and guide at Crooked 
Tree and Caye Caulker.  At La Milpa and Tikal he will 
hire local guides.  For Pine Ridge and Cockscomb he 

will employ Hector Bol, a local guide he has worked 
with before from Belize. 

Lodging will be very adequate in all locations except 
Cockscomb.  This location is rustic,  no fancy lodge,  
cold showers only, no fancy meals. 

Double Occupancy is  set at $2650, Single Occupancy 
is $2950.  Details on a down payment ($350) will be 
given after the group is finalized. Double Occupancy 
will get preference over single.  

There are only 7 double rooms available and already 
there has been more interest than availability.   If you 
are interested please contact P. K. Martin at pkemmar-
tin@verizon.com 

Tuesday, May 28 - 6:00 pm/ 7:00 pm 

Bird ID class: None 

Main Program: "Blackland Prairie Raptor Center and 
its Birds” Erich Neupert, Executive Director  

Notes: LOCATION IS BROCKDALE PARK. 

Come at 6:00 and join us for a picnic in the park. Bring 
your own food and drink or co-ordinate your food with 
a group of your fellow members. Meeting starts at 7:00 
pm.  There are tables with covers, city water, and rest-
room facilities. Erich will have some of his program 
birds on display. 

DIRECTIONS: Take U.S. 75 to Allen, exit Bethany 
Road. Go east 6.1 miles (Bethany becomes Lucas 
Road). At light go east on FM 3286 approximately 
0.6miles. Turn on to Brockdale Park Road and go ap-
proximately 1 mile. BPRC is on the left  

Field Trip Schedule 

Program Schedule 

Belize Field Trip  
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Birdzilla.com 

Over 4000 pages of information. 
10,000 images of wild birds 
Fun and Games 

Editors Note:  Caleb is a young member of PTAS who 
was awarded our annual scholarship for 2012 which 
he used to attend the ABA youth birding camp in Colo-
rado last summer.   

The sun flashed its golden rays over the expanse which 
filled our view.  As far as our eyes could see, in every 
direction, there was… nothing.  No trees were in sight, 
nor any houses or stores, nor any landmarks save the 
dirty brown sign here at the end of the road which read 
“Pawnee National Grasslands, Colorado.”  Our group, 
composed of youth birders from all across the conti-
nent, had gathered here – for birds.  Here we waited, 
amidst the nothing.  Suddenly, out of the blue, some-
thing appeared!  A shadow fell across our faces, and as 
one body we turned to the skies.  A Ferruginous Hawk, 

the wide-ranging predator of the prairies, was soaring 
right toward us.  Even as we watched in awe, a second 
shadow appeared, followed directly by its owner – a 
Swainson’s Hawk, smaller, but just as fierce.  The two 
majestic birds flew right at each other, looped, dove, 
rose again, and in general put on a much better show 
than anything the Blue Angels could do.  While they 
fought, a group of Long-billed Curlews were fright-
ened out of a hidden playa and flew over us.  
McCown’s Longspurs performed their territorial dis-
play flights.  Endangered Mountain Plovers foraged 
nearby.  A Burrowing Owl sat by his burrow, taking it 
all in with a somewhat bored expression on his round 
face.  But we – we were mesmerized.  This land was 
beautiful, and filled with more life than we could pos-
sibly have imagined.  The birds we were watching 
were completely new to us.  We added birds to our life 
lists by the dozens.  We met new friends, and shared 
with them the experience of a lifetime.  We were bird-
ing.   — Caleb Frome 

Birding: The Experience  
of a Lifetime 

Swainson’s Hawk and Ferruginous Hawk — Photo by Lorenzo Rohani ©  
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Twenty-two PTAS members just returned from a fan-
tastic week at High Island.  When the trip was an-
nounced there was little response.  The dead line was 
Dec 31, which came and still no commitments.  But 
Jan. 2, 2013 we were swamped with 24 reserva-
tions.  Not only did we fill one house at Crystal Beach, 
we filled three! 

The week before the trip, David Sarkozi reported a 
Black Rail on his Sun afternoon rail walk at Ana-
huac.  It was the first seen since Hurricane Ike in 
2008.  There was also a Ruff reported at the same loca-
tion.  Sun. April 23 was the last rail walk for the 
year.  Word was sent out to determine interest as to go-
ing to the coast Sun. morning to do the 4:00 pm rail 
walk and look for the Ruff.  Six anxious PTAS birders 
arrived in time for the walk.  There were fifty to sixty 
more people that also arrived for the walk.   “Walk” is 
a loose term if you have never been there.  It is very 
fast paced, for us with short legs it is running, in mud 
and high tuffs of grass and stickers.  Trying my best to 
keep up, we first found a Yellow Rail… it flew and we 
could see the diagnostic white inner secondary feathers 
for an ID.   Shortly, we found another and we sur-
rounded it and were able to get glimpses of it crawling 
in the thick grass before it escaped.  Then we sur-
rounded another, it flew up in one man’s face, as a re-
flex, he started to grab it but David said, “don’t touch 
it” and it fluttered around the circle of people giving us 
all very good looks. 

 After chasing birds around the very large field the 
“walk” was ending and we were nearing the gate we 
had entered.  By this time I was worn out and lagging 
far behind with my husband, Joe holding me up.  We 
hadn’t gotten a Black Rail but we were thrilled with 
such great looks at Yellow Rails.  Suddenly the crowd 
was shouting “BLACK RAIL” we looked up and com-
ing right to us was a tiny Black Rail.  What good looks 
we had!  A life bird for us all. 

To top that we went to the field that the Ruff had been 
seen in and found the female, which is called a Reeve. 

The entire week was packed with field trips.  Monday 
everyone arrived and got acquainted.  Tues. was our 
first trip and we went back to Anahuac National Wild-
life Wetlands and did a tour of the entire area from 
Anahuac to Smith Point and north to the town of Ana-
huac.  We tallied 87 species that first day. 

Wednesday we awoke to howling winds of at least 50 
mph and rain.   We thought “Oh my, the poor 

High Island and the  

Great Migration Trip 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo — Photo by Mike Cameron 

Laura and Linda — Photo by Mike Cameron 
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birds!” We went to Rollover Pass and found shorebirds 
hunkered down for easy photos.   By noon the winds 
eased and we were able to check the birds out at Boy 
Scout Woods and Smith Oaks.  That day we found an-
other 45 species.  

Thursday we returned to High Island to scour Hook 

Woods, Boy Scout Woods and Smith Oak’s and spent 
the afternoon at Sabine’s Woods.  The passerines had 
landed with the front.  Trees were decorated like 
Christmas trees with Scarlet and Summer Tanager, 
Rose Breasted Grossbeaks and Orioles.  Warblers were 
in force, also, with the most common being Hooded. 
The most prized species were Golden Wing and Blue 
Wing…or was it Cerulean?  That day we added an-
other 33 species to the group list.  On a sad note, there 
was an exhausted first year Summer Tanager that we 
learned did not survive, a grim reminder that it is esti-
mated only half of the birds that migrate south in the 
fall return to nest in the spring. 

Friday we headed west, stopping at Frenchtown Road 
to look for Nelson’s Sparrow. 

With no luck we hopped the ferry to Galveston.  Some 
of our group took bread to feed the gulls from the back 
of the ferry on our crossing.  As we watched all the 
Laughing Gulls we noticed a bird high in the sky, a 
Magnificent Frigatebird.  Leaving the ferry we drove 
westward to Lafittes Cove for more fantastic looks of 
passerines. On Fri. we only added 7 species to our list, 
however, no one cared….we couldn’t get our fill of 
great views of such beautiful birds. 

Sat. morning we went to Boliver Flats for shore birds 
we hadn’t seen.   First we walked the grassy field be-
hind the beach and found that Nelson’s Sparrow.  We 
were lucky and found all our target species of shore 
birds and were most happy to see a small flock of Red 
Knots that are now a threatened species.   We then 
made one last round of the High Island spots and Ana-
huac NWW.  We were able to add 16 species that day. 

 Sunday morning was sad packing up to leave.  For one 
last stop, nine of us headed to Boykin Springs in the 
Angelina National Forest.  Gailon Brehm and Rodney  

Worm-eating Warbler— Photo by Mike Cameron Roseate Spoonbills — Photo by Mike Cameron 

Baltimore Oriole — Photo by Mike Cameron 
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Thomas led us to a prime spot.  As soon as we entered 
the forest we saw a Red-Cockaded Woodpecker and 
Bauchman’s Sparrows calling.  It was so exciting that 
we paid no attention to the Pine Warblers over-
head.  With patience, we were able to get very good 
looks and photos of the birds.  Then, on the way out 
we found a Prairie Warbler singing his heart out.   

With all the laughter and chatter, it was hard to tell 
which the group enjoyed most, each other or the 
birds.  It was a week of great teamwork to find and 
identify birds for a well deserved grand total of 190 
species for the trip.  For the early birders that went Sun 
we had an additional five species.  It is being reported 
that this has been the biggest fall out in twenty years 
and “we were there for the great migration”! 

 A special thanks to Gailon Brehm, Fred Campbell, PK 
Martin and Rodney Thomas that helped plan and guide 
this trip.  They made it an experience to remember. 

American Oystercatcher and Willet  

Photo by Mike Cameron Common Nighthawk— Photo by Mike Cameron 

Least Tern— Photo by Mike Cameron 

Scarlet Tanager— Photo by Mike Cameron 

Prothonotary Warbler— Photo by Mike Cameron 
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Black-bellied Whistling-              
Duck   

Fulvous Whistling-Duck   
Mottled Duck   
Blue-winged Teal   
Northern Shoveler   
Common Loon   
Pied-billed Grebe   
Neotropic Cormorant   
Double-crested Cormorant   
American White Pelican   
Brown Pelican   
Magnificent Frigatebird 
American Bittern   
Least Bittern   
Great Blue Heron   
Great Egret   
Snowy Egret   
Little Blue Heron   
Tricolored Heron   
Reddish Egret   
Cattle Egret   
Green Heron   
Black-crowned Night-Heron   
Yellow-crowned Night-

Heron   
White Ibis   
White-faced Ibis   
Roseate Spoonbill   
Black Vulture   
Turkey Vulture   
Osprey   
White-tailed Kite   
Mississippi Kite   
Swallow-tailed Kite 
Northern Harrier   
Cooper's Hawk   
Broad-winged Hawk   
Swainson's Hawk   
Red-tailed Hawk   
Clapper Rail   
King Rail   
Virginia Rail   
Sora   
Purple Gallinule   
Common Gallinule   
American Coot   
Black-bellied Plover   

American Golden-Plover   
Snowy Plover   
Wilson's Plover   
Semipalmated Plover   
Piping Plover   
Killdeer   
American Oystercatcher   
Black-necked Stilt   
American Avocet   
Spotted Sandpiper   
Willet   
Lesser Yellowlegs   
Upland Sandpiper   
Whimbrel   
Long-billed Curlew   
Marbled Godwit   
Ruddy Turnstone   
Red Knot   
Sanderling   
Semipalmated Sandpiper   
Western Sandpiper   
Least Sandpiper   
Pectoral Sandpiper   
Dunlin   
Stilt Sandpiper   
Long-billed Dowitcher   
Wilson's Phalarope   
Laughing Gull   
Ring-billed Gull   
Herring Gull   
Least Tern   
Gull-billed Tern   
Caspian Tern   
Black Tern   
Common Tern   
Forster's Tern   
Royal Tern   
Sandwich Tern   
Black Skimmer   
Rock Pigeon   
Eurasian Collared-Dove   
White-winged Dove   
Mourning Dove   
Inca Dove   
Yellow-billed Cuckoo   
Black-billed Cuckoo   
Lesser Nighthawk   
Common Nighthawk   

Chimney Swift   
Ruby-throated Humming-

bird   
Belted Kingfisher   
Red-headed Woodpecker   
Red-bellied Woodpecker   
Downy Woodpecker 
Red-cockaded Woodpecker   
Pileated Woodpecker   
Crested Caracara   
Peregrine Falcon   
Merlin   
Eastern Wood-Pewee   
Acadian Flycatcher   
Great Crested Flycatcher   
Eastern Kingbird   
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher   
Loggerhead Shrike   
White-eyed Vireo   
Yellow-throated Vireo   
Blue-headed Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo   
Red-eyed Vireo   
Blue Jay   
American Crow   
Purple Martin   
Tree Swallow   
Northern Rough-winged 

Swallow 
Barn Swallow   
Carolina Chickadee   
Red-breasted Nuthatch   
Sedge Wren   
Marsh Wren   
Eastern Bluebird   
Veery   
Gray-cheeked Thrush   
Swainson's Thrush   
Wood Thrush   
Gray Catbird   
Northern Mockingbird   
Brown Thrasher   
European Starling   
Ovenbird   
Worm-eating Warbler   
Northern Waterthrush   
Blue-winged Warbler   
Golden-winged Warbler   

Black-and-white Warbler   
Prothonotary Warbler   
Tennessee Warbler   
Orange-crowned Warbler   
Kentucky Warbler   
Common Yellowthroat   
Hooded Warbler   
American Redstart   
Cerulean Warbler   
Northern Parula   
Magnolia Warbler   
Bay-breasted Warbler   
Blackburnian Warbler   
Yellow Warbler   
Chestnut-sided Warbler   
Blackpoll Warbler   
Pine Warbler   
Yellow-rumped Warbler   
Prairie Warbler   
Black-throated Green War-

bler   
Wilson's Warbler   
Yellow-breasted Chat   
Bachman's Sparrow   
Lark Sparrow   
Savannah Sparrow   
Nelson's Sparrow   
Seaside Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow  
White-throated Sparrow   
White-crowned Sparrow   
Summer Tanager   
Scarlet Tanager   
Northern Cardinal   
Rose-breasted Grosbeak   
Blue Grosbeak   
Indigo Bunting   
Painted Bunting   
Dickcissel   
Red-winged Blackbird   
Eastern Meadowlark   
Common Grackle   
Boat-tailed Grackle   
Great-tailed Grackle   
Brown-headed Cowbird   
Bronzed Cowbird 
Orchard Oriole   
Baltimore Oriole   
American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow   

List of Avian Species Spotted on PTAS’s High Island Trip 
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Editors Note:  PTAS has a tradition of supporting the 
Heard Bird Banding Station by providing funds for 
equipment and training. 

Spring migration is well underway at the Heard. The 
Heard Bird Banding Team began spring migration 
banding at the beginning of March, when we were still 
seeing winter residents and early migrants from farther 
south. 

March birds usually include Fox, Swamp, White-
throated, Song, Lincoln's Sparrows, and sometimes 
White-crowned or LeConte's Sparrows. (Did you join 
the PTAS/Bird Banding Station Prairie Bird Survey to 
see some of these sparrows?) We also see Hermit 
Thrush, Cedar Waxwing, Orange-crowned and Myrtle 
Warblers, Eastern Phoebe, Brown Thrasher and our 
year-round residents, Mourning Dove, Downy Wood-
pecker, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Caro-
lina Wren, and Northern Cardinal. (For a complete list, 
visit the PTAS website.) 

In April, though, spring migration banding really be-
gins to get interesting!  In this month the warblers will 
begin to arrive. Common Yellowthroat and Yellow-
breasted Chat are often the first spring warblers 
banded. They're soon followed by Nashville, Tennes-
see, Mourning, Yellow, Prothonotary, Wilson's, Mag-
nolia, and Black-and-White Warblers, and Ovenbird, 
Northern Waterthrush, and Northern Parula. We have 
banded Worm-eating Warblers in the past, but we don't 
find them every year. 

We also expect to band Painted and Indigo Buntings, 
White-eyed Vireo, Least and Traill's Flycatchers, East-
ern Wood-pewee, Dickcissel, Swainson's Thrush, Gray 
Catbird, and an occasional Orchard Oriole. (Again, for 
a complete list check the PTAS website.) 

You are welcome to visit the Heard Banding Station. 
We usually band on Wednesday, beginning at sunrise, 
weather permitting. We add more days when migration 
peaks in May. The Banding Team also does a demon-
stration for the PTAS Second Saturday Birdwalks at 
the Heard – again, weather permitting. 

Species lists and numbers of birds banded are posted 
on the PTAS website. (Thanks to Tom Heath, the 
Heard Banding Team's stellar data guru!) If you would 
like more information about the bird banding program 
at the Heard, contact me at judy@word-works.com. 

Ken Steigman sent a note to PTAS thanking us for the 
grant to continue support of the Northern Bobwhite 
Quail reintroduction.   They did the first release last 
Friday morning of 200 birds, 25 at each of the 6 sta-
tions and 2 additional locations on the property.  Ph.D. 
graduate student Will Newman will be doing the moni-
toring of the hens with transmitters attached through-
out the study. Ken will be continually reviewing im-
ages from the game cameras at each of the sta-
tions.  Below is a photo taken shortly after the release 
of quail at one of the stations immediately using the 
drippers for a drink. 

While scoping a couple thousand shorebirds Sunday 
(4/28) at Wynn Joyce Park in Garland, just before sun-
set Chris Runk noticed a pair of color-banded Whoop-
ing Cranes.   After a texbird email from Chris, PTAS's 
Mike Cameron took a photo of the birds using a 
500mm lens + 1.4X teleconverter stacked with the 
2.0x teleconverter for a total of 1400mm focal length.   

Spring at the Heard Bird 
Banding Station  

 Quail Release 

Whooping Cranes in Garland 

Release Quail Taking First Drink 

Whooping Cranes in Garland—Photo by Mike Cameron 
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On our group’s last night at Rancho Naturalista, a few 
of us opted to go on a nighttime jungle hike guided by 
Lev, an interesting young man who was born in the 
U.S., raised in Russia, and had recently moved to Costa 
Rica from Canada.  

It turned out that only three birders would accompany 
Lev into the jungle that night. It had rained much of the 
afternoon, the air was clear and cool. After sunset, our 
little troop – Lev, LaSharon, Homer and Lorry – 
“birded up” and headed into the jungle’s deepening 
shadows. 

At Rancho Naturalista, any hike to the jungle meant a 
trek across a meadow and up into the rainforest via a 
rough path with a hundred or more feet of vertical 
mountain on one side and a drop-off of at least that 
much on the other side. It meant keeping careful watch 
on our footing with one eye, and following our flash-
lights’ narrow beams with the other. On this dark night, 
the path was still slick with rain so we stayed close – 
but not too close – to the hillside crawling with hungry 
critters waking up from their rainy afternoon nap.  

Up the mountainside we climbed, Lev chattering hap-
pily about plants he was seeing, animals we might en-
counter on our night hike, and relating all kinds of an-
ecdotal lore from his surprisingly vast 20 years’ experi-
ence in nature study. (He couldn’t have been more than 
22.) His headlight bobbing as he looked around 
and talked, Lev suddenly stopped, gave a 
shriek of delight, pulled a penlight out of his 
pocket, and began poking at the hillside. “It’s a 
Velvet Worm!” he cried, showing us a fat, 
fuzzy red worm about 10” long, with its hun-
dred centipede-like legs clinging to the hill-
side.  

He prodded the worm to see if it would move, 
telling us how its fossil history predated the 
dinosaurs with little or no evolution. “It eats 
large insects,” he said, “by paralyzing them 
with semi-toxic venom it sprays at them.” Pok-
ing, poking and poking again at the worm with 
his pen, he knelt in toward the creature, bring-
ing his headlight closer so we could appreciate 
this fantastic find.  

He explained more about the venom, his face 

mere inches from the worm, when suddenly we 
watched the worm raise its head up like a snake, and in 
a split second spew a noxious, sticky, gluey spray of 
the aforementioned “semi-toxic venom” all over Lev’s 
probing, harassing hand!  

“OhmygodohmygodohmyGOD this is the BEST DAY 
OF MY LIFE!” Lev yelled with unbelievable glee as he 
(finally and much too late) pulled his hand out of the 
worm’s reach, laughing aloud and chanting 
“Omygodomygod that is SO COOL!” and shaking his 
hand like it was on fire. We quickly circled Lev, envi-
sioning his fingers beginning to melt as the mucus ate 
into his skin. “Does it sting?” LaSharon asked urgently. 
“Yep!” Lev cried. “Oh this is SO COOL! Ow-ow-ow-
ow---I can’t wait to tell everyone about this! Ow-ow-
ow-ow!”  

By now the three hikers are freaking out, sure our guide 
is doomed, searching pockets for something – anything 
– to get the sticky, spreading, drying ooze off of Lev. 
One of us came up with a wrinkled Kleenex, but no one 
had so much as a wet-nap. Lev waved his hand around, 
giggling one moment and ow-ow-ow’ing the next, but 
apparently the gooey stuff had a very short shelf life – 
within a minute or two Lev got distracted by something 
he called a “whip scorpion,” which looked like a palm-
sized crab but he assured us was a “harmless insect.” 
Soon Lev was bounding off ahead of us at breakneck 
speed, prattling as he disappeared into the dark about 
“a six-foot female fer-de-lance viper that lives just up 
in this valley – I’ll be right back!  Maybe I can get her 
to come out for us…” 
— Lorry Balakian 

Lev and the Velvet Worm 

A Favorite Moment -- One of 
Thousand in Costa Rica 
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When LaSharon ( Sharon LaFuria ) and I first talked 
about my going on this birding trip, I asked her if it 
would be “all birds, all the time.” She replied, “After 
all, it IS a birding trip.” I suggested that I might occa-
sionally opt out for a “spa day.” As if! (“Spa” implies 
that hot water and electricity were a given. Not so 
much!) Still, from the time we climbed onto the bus 
with the rest of the team, we felt at home. Despite the 
groups’ widely varying experience with, and even in-
terest in, birding, the laughter and camaraderie came so 
easily. Day after exhausting day, we ribbed each other 
from pre-dawn hours until we counted the last bird of 
the day, and LaSharon and I went off to our rooms 
where we’d giggle like teenagers about everything and 
nothing until we fell asleep. We’re already talking 
about next year’s trip to Belize. We’ll be a little more 
prepared – hauling less in our backpacks, but taking 
more time to breathe in the beauty of each place, each 
bird, each moment. That appreciation is the fondest 
memory of my trip to Costa Rica.”                     
 — Lorry Balakian.  

And, how true!  Costa Rica is known for it’s fantastic 
birds, however, this trip included so much more.  It all 
started with our guide for the first two weeks, Rudy 
Zamore. In his early 50’s and with his degrees from 
Arizona State, he fully understood the differences be-
tween his native country, that he is so proud of, and 
ours and was quick to educate us.   He entertained us 
with endless stories of birds, nature, words and his 
country.  The country and flowers were breath-taking 
and we can’t leave out how marvelous the food was! 

We had a total of 15 PTAS participants for the trip to 
Costa Rica on Jan 18-Feb 8.  It was fast paced with so 
many birds that at times we were overwhelmed.   We 
tallied 475 birds seen by the group, not just heard or 
seen by the guide, but seen by members of our 
group.  That was an impressive number for three 
weeks and many first time abroad birders. 

For me a high light of the birds seen were the three 
Resplendent Quetzals that perched in a tree next to the 
restaurant at Sevegre Lodge.  They were  eye level just 
12 feet from us.  With goose bumps all over, we held 
our breath and watched them eat fruits until they flew 
away.  The same tree produced a pair of Emerald Tou-
canets and some Black Guans.  The country has a pos-
sible 71 species of hummingbirds.  We saw a total of 

58!!   That's more than we saw in four weeks of bird-
ing in Ecuador which has the highest number of hum-
mingbird species in the world.  

For more stories and pictures of the trip, please, join us 
next year for our Costa Rica program at one of the 
PTAS meetings.  
 — Linda Ergonis, Field Trip Chairman 

Costa Rica Field Trip Report 

Resplendent Quetzal — Photo by Linda Ergonis 
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 A Few of Thousands of Photos From Costa Rica 

Sharon Barr finally spots the Green-crowned Brilliant 

Photo by Luis 

Emerald Toucanet — Photo by Linda Ergonis 

Three-wattled Bellbird  — Photo by Linda Ergonis 

Spectacled Owl— Photo by Linda Ergonis 

Green Hermit— Photo by Linda Ergonis 

Sharon Barr finally spots the Green-crowned 

 Brilliant — Photo by Luis 
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Note: If you would like to receive email notifications when the newsletters are available, or 
to update your email address, please contact Merrick Darley at  

 hmdarley@prairieandtimbers.org. 
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SEND US YOUR UPDATED E-MAIL ADDRESS 

Email is the most efficient way for us to let you know about events, meetings and last minute 
changes. We send only 1 or 2 emails per month, and we do not share our mailing list with 
anyone. If you are not on our email distribution list, or if your email address has changed re-
cently, please contact Merrick Darley at hmdarley@prairieandtimbers.org 

When shopping at our advertiser’s stores please let them know you saw their ad in the PTAS 
newsletter. 

Membership Application 

___ I would like to be a member of Prairie and Timbers Audubon 
Society (PTAS), knowing that my annual membership dues will 
be used to support local bird-related projects and habitats. En-
closed is my check for $12 (includes all family members at a 
single address) made out to: PTAS. PTAS is a 501(c)(3) chari-
table organization; your membership fee and any donations 
made to PTAS are tax deductible. 

____I would like to support the National Audubon Society.  The 
special new member introductory price is $20.  To use your 
credit card, go to prairieandtimbers.org, select the Join Audubon 
tab at the top of the page, and follow the directions.  Or make 
out a check to National Audubon Society and with the infor-
mation below send it to the treasurer below.  

Name_________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________ 

City____________________________ State________________ 

Zip ______________________ 

Phone__________________  

Email___________________________ 

(E-mail addresses are used to notify members of updated website newsletters, up-
coming field trips, and important local bird-related issues. E-mail addresses are NOT 
shared with, or forwarded to, any other source.) 

How did you hear about Prairie and Timbers Audubon Society? 

_____From a member of PTAS 
_____From the PTAS website 

_____Other (please specify)_______________________________________________ 

Mail to: Prairie and Timbers Audubon Society  
c/o C. Glen Shaffer Jr.,  1421 Thames Dr 
Plano, TX 75075  

Audubon code: 7XCH     PTAS Chapter Code: W15 


