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Conservation – 

As we finish another season and look back, we’re 
proud that our chapter has donated money and time to 
preserve wildlife habitat and to educate the public on 
wildlife issues. Our donations to the Heard and the 
Blackland Prairie Raptor Center are just two of those 
activities. 

To me, key factors in conservation are preserving 
habitat and maintaining species diversity. The need for 
habitat is obvious – without a place to live, wild plants 
and animals can’t thrive. Diversity brings to mind the 
marvelous interdependence of species and how robust 
a natural community of plants and animals is. On the 
opposite end of that spectrum are the types of 
monocultures that farmers and homeowners often 
establish. By that I mean acres of Bermuda grass, 
thousands of acres of corn, millions of cattle, etc. 
These single-species communities are tremendously 
susceptible to things that can go wrong. (Look what’s 
happened to the introduced honey bee.) The naturally 
diverse community, on the other hand, experiences ups 
and downs in the population of some species as 
conditions change, but the overall community stays 
healthy. 

So we want not only to promote setting aside 
undeveloped land but also to encourage management 
practices for that land that protects species diversity. 
At home what can we do? I recommend a diversity of 
native plants in our yards and minimizing the use of 
chemical weed or insect killers. With a diverse 
planting, I don’t think insect invasions are very likely 
to be devastating. Remember, insects are food for 
birds and amphibians; so let’s put up with a little leaf   
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Next years program’s will start Tuesday Sept 23 
and will continue to be on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month Sept thru May.  Program schedule for next 
year is to be determined.   If you have suggestions 
for what you would like contact Sally Evans or Caro-
lyn Oldham  
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Upcoming PTAS Field Trips 
We will be planning the field trips for the fall during 
the summer.  If you have suggestions  please contact: 
K a r e n  C a r b e i n e r  ( 9 7 2 - 8 2 4 - 2 8 7 8 , 
karen.carbeiner@prairieandtimbers.org) or Tom Heath 
(972-867-8646, heathwtom@netscape.net).   Field 
trips are typically scheduled on Saturday.    
 

A PTAS field trip e-mail is sent out the Monday be-
fore each field trip. The e-mail serves as a reminder 
and contains detailed directions to the site and any 
last minute information. If you would like to be added 
to the field trips e-mail list, send an e-mail to Tom 
Heath, heathwtom@netscape.net. Please include your 

name since some e-mail addresses are rather cryptic. 

chewing, etc. If the bug is really a problem, I might 
selectively use a little insecticide, but usually nothing 
but patience is required. 

So, improve your backyard habitat and advocate for 
worldwide conservation whenever you can. You have 
all summer to do it, and we’ll see you in the fall. 

Gailon Brehm, President 
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WILD BIRD CENTER 

1601 Brinker Rd., at Loop 288 (by Wal-Mart), 
Denton 

940 / 484-BIRD [2473] 

 www.WildBird.com/Denton 

   

Audubon Texas awarded our chapter and the Black-
land Prairie Raptor Center (BPRC) a grant to  conduct 
a habitat improvement program at the BPRC’s Brock-
dale Park site located on the shores of Lake Lavon in 
Collin County. This project will prepare the soil and 
plant native plants to act as food sources for North 
Texas birds and will build associated trails and inter-
pretive signs to facilitate the educational experience of 
visitors to the Raptor Center. The requested grant 
funds will be used to buy materials for this project, 
and labor will be provided by volunteers from three 
sources -- PTAS members, BPRC members, and area 
master naturalists.  The grant proposal is published 
later in this newsletter.  

The resultant improvements to the Brockdale Park site 
will provide an excellent educational experience for 
young and old alike. The opportunity to experience 
that combination of shoreline, blackland prairie and 
woods will benefit the community. In advance of that, 
the experience of volunteering to bring that habitat and 
educational improvement to reality will be greatly sat-
isfying.  

David Griffith of the PTAS Conservation Committee 
will be coordinating the PTAS activities.   He will be 
attending a meeting with representatives from BPRC 
and master naturalists to plan the project.     This will 
be a good opportunity to be involved in providing na-
tive habitat for birds, contribute to environmental edu-
cation of the community, and get to the know the birds 
and people of the BPRC while enjoying  BRPC’s 
beautiful setting on the shores of Lake Lavon.  If you 
would like to participate in this project let Gailon 
Brehm or David Griffith know.    

 

PTAS and BPRC win  

Audubon Texas Grant 
The Audubon Foundation of Texas and Audubon 
Texas have announced recipients of the 2008 Collabo-
rative Chapter Grants.   
 
Funds made available by the Foundation are awarded 
in the categories of Conservation, Education, and 
Chapter Development/Communications; checks will 
be mailed to chapters by May 31.  Funds from Audu-
bon Texas and the National Audubon Society are 
awarded in the category of Important Bird Areas; 
funds will be made via electronic transfer from the Na-
tional Audubon Society. 
 
Conservation Category 
Prairie & Timbers Audubon Society  ($1,000) 
Habitat improvement at the Blackland Prairie Raptor 

Center. 
                                             
Education Category 
Central Texas Audubon Society ($535) 
A/V equipment for public presentations and work-

shops. 
 
Fort Worth Audubon Society ($500) 
Providing local schools with the Audubon Adventures 

program. 
 
Travis Audubon Society ($500) 
Furniture for the education facility at the Baker Sanc-

tuary. 
 
Big Country Audubon Society ($1,000) 
Completing work on the observation blind at Abilene 
State Park 
 
Chapter Communications & Development Cate-

gory 
Texas Panhandle Audubon Society ($950) 
To promote and educate the public about the Palo 

Duro Creek nature trail.  
 
Bastrop County Audubon Society ($515) 
Multimedia resources for public education and out-

reach. 
 
Coastal Bend Audubon Society ($1,000) 
Website development. 
 
Important Bird Areas 
Travis Audubon Society ($6,900)  
For research and development of multiple potential 

IBA sites in the Greater Austin Area. 

Audubon Foundation of Texas 

2008 Chapter Grants Awarded 
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Proposal for Cooperative Funding Grant to Pro-

vide Materials in Support of Wildlife Habitat Im-

provement and Education at the Blackland Prairie 

Raptor Center 

Summary 

Prairie and Timbers Audubon Society (PTAS) pro-

poses to conduct a habitat improvement program in 

cooperation with the Blackland Prairie Raptor Center 

(BPRC) at the Center’s Brockdale Park site located on 

the shores of Lake Lavon in Collin County. This pro-

ject will entail identification of appropriate areas, soil 

preparation, some structural amendments, and installa-

tion of plant materials to act as food sources for North 

Texas birds.  This project also includes installation of  

associated trails and interpretive signs to facilitate the 

educational experience of visitors to the Raptor Center. 

The requested grant funds will be used to buy materi-

als for this project; labor will be provided by volun-

teers from each of the two partners and area master 

naturalists, all furthering the same mission. 

Background 

In 2007, BPRC acquired a lease from the Corps of En-

gineers for a 66-acre property known as Brockdale 

Park, a park that during its 30-year history has had 

only limited seasonal public use. BPRC plans to re-

develop this property beyond the basic park amenities 

by providing an education facility, demonstration gar-

dens of native species and trails through restored prai-

rie.  Future plans include a Raptor Rehabilitation Cen-

ter that would be the only facility in North Texas to 

meet federal guidelines for birds of prey.  This prop-

erty has a unique combination of habitats including 

Blackland Prairie, woodlands, two ponds, estuary and 

shoreline of Lavon Lake. Public events have been held 

on site that included bird and prairie walks as well as 

raptor presentations. Special events involving local 

school districts have been well received as an educa-

tional tool that can’t be taught in the classroom. This 

site was surveyed during the McKinney CBC (46 spe-

cies recorded) and observations were included in the 

compiled totals for that count. 

Statement of Work 

Tasks and Schedule 

Task 1.  April – August 2008 
Plan and prepare sketches of native planting area and 
trails 
 
Task 2. August – December 2008 
Prepare native planting beds. Clear designated planting 
beds, prepare soil, set out or seed native plants. Use 
landscape timbers and other building materials as-
needed to isolate planting beds and build steps for 
steep sections of trails. 
 
Task 3. January – July 2009 
Prepare walking trails and interpretative signs. 
Maintain planting beds and mow educational trails.  
Design and order interpretive signs. Install signs. 

Materials – Estimated Cost 

Building materials 
 Landscape timbers, gravel or crushed granite, 
fencing, posts -- $300 
 
Plant materials 
 Native plant seeds -- $100 
 Native container plants -- $600 
 
Interpretive signs 
 4 @ $150 = $600. 
 
Total estimated Cost $1600 

Cost Proposal 

PTAS requests a $1000.00 grant from the Audubon 
Foundation to provide partial coverage of the materials 
listed above. Additional funds needed will be provided 
by local fundraising activities, and the number of 
plantings and signs will be adjusted based on actual 

costs and available funding.  

Public Benefit Provided by the Proposed Project 

 The benefits would be two-fold -- providing better 
wildlife habitat and providing an educational opportu-

nity for people to observe birds and their food sources. 

PTAS’s Winning Proposal 
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OK, now that I have your attention by mentioning one 
of the most sought-after wood warblers in the U.S., let 
me tell you what you might have to “endure” to see 
one!  I know that some folks get lucky and see one 
perched in a shrub roadside, but it wasn’t that easy for 
me and friends from the Fort Worth Audubon Society 
on an early June trip. 

The Connecticut Warbler has a wide breeding range 
across mid-Canada, and can be found in the U.S. in 
upper Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota.  It spends 
its winters in the Amazon Basin in South America and 
is rarely seen in migration.  Most bird guides will state 
“The uncommon Connecticut Warbler is a skulker of 
thickets, foraging primarily on or near the ground”, but 
this is not where we found him in Michigan. 

On its breeding grounds near Paradise, MI, we found it 
living in an incredible habitat:  a bog, which is a shal-
low lake left after receding glacier ice, which has been 
overgrown with mossy, spongy vegetation.  It was like 
walking on a thick, soft trampoline in inches of wa-
ter.  We saw beautiful blooms on plants that grow only 
in these bogs.  The tree canopy was very tall, with 
Black Spruce, and Tamarack and Jack pine trees. 

 Our guide took us into the bog, using a GPS unit to 
track our location.  Without this technology, it would 
be very easy to get disoriented and lost.  He knew the 
approximate territory of one particular Connecticut 
Warbler and our task was to walk the bog until we 
heard the bird calling.  We learned that the warblers 
return to their old territories and spend a few days 
moving about large distances, checking out their home 
range and looking/listening for competing Connecti-
cut’s who might be thinking of claiming the same ar-
eas.  Their songs are very loud and can be heard a long 
way off, as they defend their territory and attempt to 
attract mates. 

Unfortunately, even though many other bird species 
were calling, our bog was silent of the one song we 
hoped to hear.  We slogged about for over 45 minutes, 
stopping to listen every few minutes.  None of us, ex-
cept our guide with his GPS, could have found our way 
out of there!  Finally, our guide’s face lit up as he 
heard a far-off song; our target was obviously at the 
furthest edge of its known territory.  With excited en-
ergy, we slogged closer to the songs, until it was loud 
enough to drown out all other bird song.  Amazingly 
loud! 

And where was the bird?  Not skulking in low vegeta-
tion, but perched at the very top of a tall tree.  And was 
it easy to find, with its olive-green back, yellow breast 
and dark gray head and throat?  No!  It sat calling re-

peatedly, with its song seeming to come from every 
tree, but which one?  Finally, it flew to a new perch 
and we were able to follow its motion and get long, 
fabulous scope and binocular looks.  In fact, after long 
study, many photos, and much celebration, we walked 
off and left the bird still in sight. 

Now, other than a 45-minute slog through a mushy 
bog, what exactly did we “endure” to see this 
bird?  Any idea who else lives in bogs?  Unbelievable 
hoards of mosquitoes, black flies and ticks, that’s 
who!  We all wore mosquito-netting that draped over 
our hats and covered our faces and necks, most of us 
wore gloves to protect our hands, and all of us were 
doused in strong Deet repellant.  Even with that, we 
were bitten through shirts, pants and gloves, and the 
loud droning of thousands of mosquitoes around our 
heads was almost deafening.  Over a week later, I 
could still see the clouds of swirling bugs when I 
closed my eyes. 

But was it all worth it to see the elusive Connecticut 
Warbler?  Absolutely! 

Jerri Kerr 

Connecticut Warbler! 

Connecticut Warbler 
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Photos taken by Bill Hunter during  PTAS’s Fort Hood Field Trip 

Tufted Titmouse 

Black-capped Viereo 

Golden-cheeked 

Warbler 

Golden-cheeked 

Warbler 

Golden-cheeked 

Warbler 

Black-capped Viereo 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

Cowbird Cage 
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Ever wonder what it would have been like if you had 
made a career of bird watching?  Reading this book 
will give you a good idea and let you vicariously live 
the experience.  The book, Lost Worlds, is Bruce 
Beehler’s autobiography of his life as an ornithologist.  
His specialty is birds of the tropical rainforest espe-
cially Papua New Guinea.  He recounts his experiences 
not only in New Guinea but also India, Madagascar, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, Panama, and the Ivory 
Coast.    A total of twelve field trips over three decades 
with fascinating details which results in a wonderful 
blend of biology, tropical ecology, cultures, customs, 
and politics.   
 
I particularly enjoyed the description of a graduate stu-
dent field trip to Panama because I could relate to the 
places he went from my own trip to Panama.  But his 
experience was much richer because of his knowledge 
and willingness to endure primitive conditions. But 
this is just the start of the experience as he  travels to 
much more remote places which I have no hope of vis-
iting.  He delves not only into to the biology and ecol-
ogy of the rainforest there but also the nature of the 
human inhabitants he encountered.  There are his tells 
of frustration with the bureaucrats but his descriptions 
of the culture and customs of the forest dwelling peo-
ples is the real lesson.  He makes a plea to  provide 
incentives for them to stay in the rainforests as the 
natural guardians.  He argues that as forest stewards 
they will be preserving their own rich cultural past and 
at the same time   saving a resource that the world can-
not do without, “the mysterious, misunderstood and 

magnificent tropical rainforest”.  They and the world 
will be far better off than the alternative of having an-
other squatter settlement in the suburbs of a big tropi-
cal city.   
Merrick Darley 

Book Review: Lost Worlds 
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 Note: If you would like to receive email notifications when the newsletters are available, or 

to update your email address, please contact Merrick Darley at  

 hmdarley@prairieandtimbers.org. 

PRAIRIE & TIMBERS AUDUBON SOCIETY 

 

Officers, Chairpersons and Board Members 

 

President: Gailon Brehm*......................972-517-2542 

Vice President: Merrick Darley*............972-422-5355 

Secretary: Paula Brehm* ........................972-517-2542 

Treasurer: Mike Mizell*...........................940-382-8551 

B irda thon :  Open . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Conservation/Armchair Activist: 

Roger Sanderson* .................................. 469-767-7242 

Newsletter: Merrick Darley* ................. 972-422-5355  

Field Trips: Karen Carbiener*............... 972-824-2878 

Tom Heath*.............................................. 972-867-8646 

Education: Gailon Brehm*..................... 972-517-2542 

Roger Sanderson*................................... 972-333-5671 

Hospitality: Carolyn Oldham*............... 972-517-8987 

Membership: Jerri Kerr*........................ 972-578-3146 

Merrick Darley*...................................... 972-422-5355 

CBC: Dan Smith .................................... 972-516-2297 

Website/Electronic Communications: 

Tom Heath*............................................. 972-867-8646 

Merrick Darley*...................................... 972-422-5355 

Programs: Sally Evans ........................ 972-248-6283 

Publicity: Bobette Mauck*..................... 972-540-5646 

Regional Delegate: Reba Collins, Merrick Darley* 

* Board Members 

SEND US YOUR UPDATED E-MAIL ADDRESS 

Email is the most efficient way for us to let you know about events, meetings and last minute 
changes.  We send only 1 or 2 emails per month, and we do not share our mailing list with 
anyone.  If you are not on our email distribution list, or if your email address has changed re-
cently, please contact Merrick Darley at hmdarley@prairieandtimbers.org 

When shopping at our advertiser’s stores please let them know you saw their ad in the PTAS 
newsletter. 

Membership Application 

___ I would like to be a member of Prairie and Timbers Audubon 
Society (PTAS), knowing that my annual membership dues will 
be used to support local bird-related projects and habitats. En-
closed is my check for $12 (includes all family members at a 
single address) made out to: PTAS.  PTAS is a 501(c)(3) chari-
table organization; your membership fee and any donations 
made to PTAS are tax deductible. 

____I would also like to support the National Audubon Society, 
where my annual membership dues will be used nationally and 
globally. Enclosed is my check for the special new-member 
introductory price of $20, made out to: National Audubon So-

ciety 

Name_________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________ 

City_____________________________ 
State__________________ 

Zip ______________________ 

Phone__________________ 
Email___________________________ 

(E-mail addresses are used to notify members of updated website newsletters, up-
coming field trips, and important local bird-related issues.  E-mail addresses are 
NOT shared with, or forwarded to, any other source.) 

How did you hear about Prairie and Timbers Audubon Society? 

_____From a member of PTAS 
_____From the PTAS website 

_____Other (please specify)_______________________________________________ 

Mail to: Prairie and Timbers Audubon Society  
c/o Mike Mizell, 800 Edgewood, Denton, TX 76201 


